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PORTABLE  APPLIANCE  TESTING

What is a Portable Appliance?

Portable Appliance means electrical equipment that can or could be moved from place to place e.g. office machinery (computers, copiers and fax machines), kettles and extension leads etc, usually having a lead with a plug attached.

What is the purpose of Portal Appliance Testing? 

The purpose of Portable Appliance Testing is to ensure that portable and transportable electrical equipment is maintained in a safe condition so as to avoid any hazard to personnel or property.

Is PAT Testing a legal requirement?

Yes, the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work Regulation 2001 Statutory Instrument no. 188 2001 states that: 

· Every portable appliance must be inspected and tested once a year. 

· The appliances must be labelled.

· The results must be held for 5 years and made available to HSA inspectors.

In 2005 an additional law (S.I. No 328 of 2005) was enacted and it says:

· The tests must be carried out by a competent person.

· HSA inspectors have the power to issue heavy on the spot fines for non-compliance.

Who decides the test frequency?

In addition to the requirements of Irish Law (SI.188) & (SI.328), the IEE (Institution of Electrical Engineers) Code of Practice for In-service Inspection and Testing of Electrical Equipment suggests a frequency as per the table below.

The frequency of testing depends on the type of equipment and premises and varies from 3 months to 4 years.
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	S
	-
	Stationary Equipment

	IT
	-
	Office Equipment

	M
	-
	Moveable Equipment

	P
	-
	Portable Equipment

	H
	-
	Handheld Equipment


Procedure for PAT Testing:

Stone Electrical send a qualified electrician trained in PAT testing to the customer’s premises to undertake combined inspection and testing. The inspection is visual and checks are done for the following:
· Damage, e.g. cuts, abrasion to the cable covering. 

· Damage to the plug e.g. the casing is cracked or the pins are bent. 

· Non-standard joints including taped joints in the cable. 

· The outer covering (sheath) of the cable not being gripped where it enters the plug or equipment and/or coloured inner cores visible. 

· Damage to the outer cover of the equipment or obvious loose parts or screws. 

· Overheating and burn marks.

After visual inspection the appliance is connected to our test instrumentation and we conduct various electrical tests to check the integrity of components.

After the tests, our PAT Test meter then prints the result on a sticker. The sticker is then affixed to the lead of the appliance. The stickers which are complete with a bar code and all necessary information are durable, waterproof and almost indestructible.

After our site visit is complete we send detailed test results by email to the customer. The results can then be stored on computer. 

Features of our PAT Testing equipment:

· Automatic creation of databases.
· Asset tracking of appliances. Can use customer’s existing asset numbers or create new ones. Unique ID.

· Tester and equipment traceable.

· Automatic re-test scheduler (e-mail alerts).

· Full range of reports (concise, detailed, invoice & excel format).

· Network enabled.

· Barcode scanning - quicker subsequent testing.
· All printed – no handwriting.
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